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HOW TO USE A COMPASS
ObtainingaTravelDirectionfromaMap

Findasuitabletargetintheterrain(e.g.,atree,boulderorabush)towardswhichthedirection
arrowspoint.Walktowardsthechosenobjectwithoutlookingatyourcompass.Whenyoureach
yourtarget,findanewobjectthatisalignedwithyourbearing.

Note 1: Sometimesthecompasscapsulemaygetturnedaccidentallywhileyouarewalking.
Remembertocheckfromtimetotimethatthecapsulehasnotdeviatedfromthedirectionthathad
beensetonthecompass.

Note 2: Rememberthedifferencebetweenthemagneticneedlethatalwayspointstothemagnetic
NorthPoleandthedirectionarrowsthatshowthetraveldirection.

Note 3: Byreversingtheusageaboveitispossibletogetabackbearingfromanidentifiable
objectinthedistanceandrelateittowhereyouareonthemap.Ideallythisneedstobedonewith
anotherobjectatapprox90ºawayfromtheotherformoreaccuracy.
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1. 2. 3.

1 a) Placethecompass
onthemapsothatthe
longedgeconnectsthe
startingpointwiththe
desireddestination.

b) Makesurethatthe
directionarrowsare
pointingfromthe
startingpointtothe
placeofdestination
(andnottheopposite
way).

2 a) Holdthecompass
firmonthemapin
ordertokeepthebase
platesteady.

b) Turntherotating
capsuleuntiltheNorth-
Southlinesonthe
bottomofthecapsule
areparallelwiththe
North-Southlineson
themap.

c) Besurethatthe
North-Southarrowon
thebottomofthe
capsulepointstothe
samedirectionas
Northonthemap.

d) Makeany
adjustmentsfor
magneticvariation
(usuallyinUKaddon).

3 a) Holdthecompass
inyourhandinfrontof
you.Makesurethatthe
baseplateisin
horizontalposition,and
thatthedirection
arrowsarepointing
straightahead.

b) Rotateyourbody
untiltheNorth-South
arrowonthebottomof
thecapsulelinesup
withthemagnetic
needle,andtheredend
oftheneedlepointsin
thesamedirectionas
thearrow.

c) Thedirectional
arrowsonthe
baseplatenowshow
yourdesiredtravel
direction.
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